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Parish Profile

The Rivers Team, Rotherham Deanery, Diocese of Sheffield

The Area

We are a team of four Anglican churches within Sheffield Diocese,  bordered by the rivers Rother and Don and including the former mining and steel communities of Brinsworth, Catcliffe, Treeton and Tinsley.  The total population is around 18,000, predominantly white, except in Tinsley where the population is around 50% Asian. The type of housing ranges from traditional pit houses to recently built estates. There are plans to build a further 3,500 houses in the Waverley Project which is within the overall parish boundary.

The Churches

The Churches of St Andrew’s Brinsworth, St Mary’s Catcliffe, St Helen’s Treeton and St Lawrence’s Tinsley are all evangelical and committed to serving their communities and to sharing the Christian Gospel. 
Our vision is to be a church that is alive and actively engaging in the community, where people are coming to faith, growing in discipleship, worshipping Jesus, supporting each other and serving God through the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit.
Each church has a Sunday morning service with a total attendance of around 160 people each week from an electoral roll of (103+61). These services are all based on Common Worship / Service of the Word, roughly half of which are communion services. At each Church the music is usually provided by keyboard and a worship group and will vary from church to church in their level of formality / informality. Once a quarter we have a joint Team Service on a Sunday morning, often with a guest speaker. On Sunday evenings we share our evening service with Catcliffe Methodist Church.

We are also committed to Fresh Expressions of church, and to this end there are Messy Church congregations in Brinsworth and Treeton, both with attendances of between 40 and 50. In Tinsley one Sunday service a month takes on the style of Messy Church. Other Fresh Expressions of Church include the Tinsley Vicarage Project whose focus is on mission to the Tinsley community, and the Midweek Communion and Lunch Club in Brinsworth.

Across the team there are around 25 baptisms, 50 funerals and 8 weddings a year.
Rev David Bent – Team Rector

61 Whitehill Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham.  S60 5JR

t: (01709) 363850   e: david@thebents.co.uk
The Staff Team

David and Helen Bent

Following a degree in Agricultural Science, David spent 13 years working as a Farm Adviser before training for the Anglican Ministry. He was ordained in 1996 and has been Team Rector since 2000. Helen originally trained as a musician at Sheffield University, specialising in Singing and Piano. Following a teaching career, she was ordained in 1998 and now works part time as Bishop's Adviser in Music and Worship. 

David’s role in the oversight of The Rivers Team is in discipleship and ministry development while Helen’s has oversight of spirituality, which includes worship and prayer. David and Helen oversee the mentoring ministry across the team.

Judy and Chris Leverton

Judy and Chris both come from South Yorkshire, but have lived in Leicester and York before returning to their roots in 1998. Previously Judy has worked as a Primary School teacher, latterly in Special Needs education, including teaching deaf and deaf/blind children. Chris worked in insurance as a liability claims investigator before taking (very early retirement 3 years ago. He was licensed as a reader in 2004.  

Judy’s role includes working as Chaplain to the deaf across the diocese. Within The Rivers Team she oversees the pastoral work. Chris assists across The Rivers Team in estates management – anything to do with the buildings and churchyards.

Margaret Baker

Margaret grew up in a village outside Bristol and, on leaving school, trained as a Nursery Nurse. Following 20 years of ministry with Church Army Margaret was ordained in 2008 and joined the Rivers Team as Curate in 2010. 

In her role across The Rivers Team, Margaret oversees the prayer ministry and the bereavement visiting team.
Philip and Julie Barringer

Philip was born and brought up in Brinsworth whilst Julie moved to Brinsworth at the age of 15. Julie works part-time as a Librarian at the University of Sheffield and Philip works 4 days a week for a Land and Property Development Company and 1 day a week for the Church and is part of the Rivers Team Staff. They are both licensed as Readers and Philip is also licensed as a Parish Evangelist and is training for ordination as a Pioneer Minister. 
Philip’s role in the oversight of The Rivers Team is in mission and evangelism while Julie leads our Messy Church ministry.

Other Leaders

Apart from the Staff Team there are also 7 Readers, 3 Pastoral Workers, 1 Evangelist and 8 Worship Leaders involved in ministry across the team. We are also committed to training and deploying a wide ranging lay leadership team to work with the staff team in developing mission and ministry across The Rivers Team. 
Church Life

The Rivers Team has many opportunities each week for fellowship, discipleship and mission in the local communities.

Administration

We operate a Team Office at St Andrew’s Centre which handles much of the general administration across the team. This is staffed from 9.30am to 12.00 noon each weekday. 

Messy Church

Messy Church is a family event, with creative activities, a story and worship for children and adults together. A meal is also provided as part of the event!

Small Groups

A variety of Cell Groups / Home groups meet across the team for fellowship, teaching and discipleship.

Men’s Evenings

These are held approximately once every 2 or 3 Months either at the Phoenix Sports and Social Club where we have a hot meal and a Christian-based talk or testimony. Alternatively we simply have a social evening out together.

Ladies Evenings

Usually themed evenings with a Christian message, these are great opportunities for mission to women.
Morning Coffee

Coffee mornings happen weekly at St Andrew’s and St Lawrence’s, and monthly at St Helen’s, as a way of engaging with people from outside the normal Church congregations.

Parent and Toddlers

Parent and Toddlers meet together to play! This is a great way for local parents and toddlers to meet people with children of similar ages.

Whatever

Whatever is a weekly group for children in school years Y4 to Y6. It is held at St Andrew's Church each Tuesday between 6.15pm and 8.15pm. A range of activities are available for both boys and girls.

7 Up

This is a youth group for those in years 7 and above, offering games, activities and Christian teaching as an alternative to meeting up on the streets.

Sunday Club

Sunday Club is available as part of our normal Church Services each Sunday at St Mary's Church.

Kid’s Service

Once a month the children  and young people lead their own Sunday service where they lead the worship, preach, pray and minister to each other.

Holy Toast

'Holy Toast' is the name for our Sunday Morning breakfast fellowship which takes place every Sunday from 10:00am at St Mary's Church and is followed at 11.00am by a contemporary service of worship, prayer and teaching. 

Tinsley Vicarage Project

This is a mission initiative into the community of Tinsley offering a drop-in centre, a place to talk and pray, to meet in support groups or to follow the Alpha Course. 

Lunch Club

Lunch Club takes place every Thursday lunch time at St Andrew's Church. It includes a short Christian-based talk or testimony.

St Andrew’s Centre

St Andrew’s Centre seeks to engage with the local community by offering a variety of courses, training programmes or recreational activities. The rooms are available for hire by community groups.

Finances

From 2012 the finances across the team are being handled through one set of bank accounts and by one treasurer, working as part of a finance team. 

Parish Share (currently £82,752) is paid up to date and there is a commitment to tithe the annual income to nominated charities.

The Rivers Team has no financial debts and is committed to meeting all the office and travel expenses of the clergy. 

Accommodation
The Rivers Team has a vicarage in Tinsley that will be made available to the person appointed. The house is detached, and has a kitchen, dining room, lounge, study and four bedrooms.
The Churches of St Mary’s Catcliffe, St Andrew’s Brinsworth, St Helen’s Treeton and St Lawrence’s Tinsley









