PARISH PROFILE

of
The Ecumenical Parish of

Sheffield Manor

Comprising the Churches of St Aidan, 

St Swithun & William Temple 
PREFACE
We hope this Parish Profile provides a useful insight into the life of the Ecumenical Parish of Sheffield Manor. Further information can be found on our website, www.manorparish.co.uk, which is still under construction.

Sheffield Manor Parish is a very special place to serve. It is a single parish, with one Ecumenical Parish Council and there is a need to continue to build on the good relationships we have with local Methodist and Roman Catholic churches in the current Churches Together structure.

In 2009, the PCC and Churchwardens, together with the members of our Patronage Board, embarked on a journey to find a new Priest-in-Charge for the parish to be based St Aidan’s Church. Following the Vacancy which lasted almost 18 months, God blessed us with the appointment of Revd Julie Upton who was Licensed and Installed on May 27th 2010.

Over the years, various ministry teams in the parish have made a huge contribution to the spiritual well-being of the community, to the pastoral care of our congregations, the people of the Manor and to the daily worship and lives of all those who serve God across our three Churches. However, there are still great opportunities on which to build and ensure that the Church remains at the heart of the community by holding the community at its heart.
THE AREA
The Ecumenical Parish of Sheffield Manor is part of the Attercliffe Deanery within the Diocese of Sheffield and has a population of around 14,000. It forms part of the Manor & Castle electoral ward in S E Sheffield, close to city centre. Predominantly residential, the eastern part is comprised of a large, low-rise council estate, which has been the focus of major regeneration to provide good quality housing, both rented & owner-occupied. Large areas of the estate were demolished, and in some cases rebuilt with private funding, from the late 1990s on. The western part has mainly owner-occupied or student-let properties, with some small areas of local authority/housing association accommodation.

The Manor & Castle Ward is in the top 1% of national areas of social deprivation with high crime rates, poor health, high unemployment (twice the Sheffield average) and 80% of residents classed as ‘Hard Pressed’. Social mix includes large numbers of isolated elderly people (20% aged 65+), a high proportion of single-parent families and many young people (25% aged under 19). Ethnicity is predominantly White British (92%) and 8% of varied ethnicity.

The area is well served by schools, medical centres, dental surgeries, shopping areas, community resources (nursery, training centre, advice centres etc). Excellent public transport provided by frequent bus services to all areas and Supertram runs along City Road at Manor Top providing links to Crystal Peaks, Sheffield city centre and Meadowhall.
OUR BUILDINGS

1.  St Aidan’s Church Centre

The church of St. Aidan w St Luke is a large; Grade II listed building on the corner of Manor Lane and City Road. Established in 1912, the current building was constructed in 1932 with major refurbishment and redevelopment in 2000 thanks to major funding from the Millennium Commission, Yorkshire Forward and European sources. There is even a Millennium Time Capsule buried in one of the garden walls to mark the occasion!

Having good disabled access, St Aidan’s is a multi-purpose church centre, providing the community with a variety of areas for meetings, conferences and social activities. An acoustic partition wall separates the worship area from a spacious hall. There is a large meeting area available upstairs plus lounge/meeting space and well equipped kitchen downstairs. The spacious cloister area has tables for individual or small group work. 

The building and its facilities have been well-used by a wide range of community groups and it is seen as a welcoming, safe space for people of all ages. 

2.  St Swithun’s Church

St Swithun's Church on the corner of Fairleigh and Cary Road was consecrated on the 4th June 1929 and has a special place in the hearts and memories of many people on the Manor Estate and beyond. 

The old building was demolished due to subsidence in 1978 and the congregation continued to meet in various places until the new Church was finally built in 1990. It is a thriving part of the community today and has recently celebrated its 80th anniversary.

This is a multi- purpose, single-storey church centre, with a partition wall dividing the worship area from the large hall, a small lounge/meeting room, narthex and a well-equipped kitchen. Having full disabled access, St Swithun’s is used by a variety of community partners and user groups of all ages.
3. William Temple Church

William Temple Church on Harborough Avenue was built in 1957 and has been an important community facility in the Manor Park area for over 50 years. It is the only church building on Manor Park estate and is in an important strategic position given the low levels of car ownership and a highly territorial sense of belonging. 

This is a dual purpose building in a fair condition, with a small worship area, large hall with stage, small meeting room, office and well-equipped kitchen. As with the other buildings, it has disabled access and is hired by various community groups throughout the week such as Bingo Groups, weekly Lunch Club and the Signpost Project, which helps young people who have been excluded from school and use the building daily in term time.

Other places of worship in the parish:

· Victoria Methodist Church, Stafford Road

· St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Prince of Wales Road

· Salvation Army, Duke Street

· St Theresa’s RC Church, Prince of Wales Road

· Bethel United Church of Jesus Christ Apostolic, City Road

PARISH PEOPLE:

Staff Team: 

Revd Julie Upton 


Priest-in-Charge

Sr. Kathy Green 


Community Evangelist working with Older People &





Safeguarding Children’s Officer
Maria Stephenson

Children’s & Youth Worker
Nicola Smith 


Parish Administrator
Churchwardens:

St Aidan’s:


Sue Williams
St Swithun’s:


Brian Spychala
PCC Secretary and DSR


Sue Williams
PCC Lay Vice-Chair



Ellie Sanders
Parish Treasurer



Christopher Digman

Old and young alike.
The young at heart...

The former Bishop of Sheffield, Rt. Rev Jack Nicholls was keen that older people are not forgotten by the church: ‘The older members of our communities are our crowning glory. We need to value the wisdom and experience of our elders.’ He went on to say ‘They are precious and the church’s involvement with them is just as important as our involvement with any other generation.’

The Manor Estate has a large elderly population, many of whom have lived there all their lives and are now feeling lonely and powerless with meagre means. As in other urban and city areas, feel insecure mainly due to perceived high levels of crime.
Sr. Kathy Green works with the older people in the parish and part of her work involves running a weekly older people’s lunch club at William Temple Church. Once a month after lunch, people are invited into the small church adjoining the hall, for a short period of worship. This is led by Kathy or Revd Liz Wills, the local Methodist minister or the Revd Julie Upton. Some, of course, do not attend and there is no pressure to do so however, this act of worship is in some ways a fresh expression of church because for some, it is the only opportunity for them to attend a worship service.
The parish also hosts the Manor Older Peoples’ Summer Club (MOPS) which is held for 1 week each summer - a time of the year when most events for older people during August close down. Based on the ‘Holiday at Home’ projects, this is always a success with around 35-40 members attending. 

During the morning, small group activities take place in the form of a wide range of board and card games. Some may prefer just sit and have a good natter while others engage in more creative activities like drawing and painting. After a cooked meal, the group may enjoy a game of bingo with prizes, followed by entertainment - maybe a DVD of a favourite film, a sing-along or entertainer. Trips are arranged too with Chatsworth and Buxton proving very popular in past years.

For so many, this may be the only ‘holiday’ they get from the loneliness and isolation they experience in their daily life. So, with the emphasis on fun and laughter, whatever the weather, everyone has a wonderful time. It is great that younger volunteers help each day and bring a lively mix of conversation and get involved with the activities.

... and the very young.

Children and young people play a vital part in the life of our churches too. We strive to ensure that all three churches provide a safe and welcoming environment and have a variety of activities and worship to suit all ages. There are weekly Sunday Clubs at St Aidan’s and St Swithun’s as well as activity days held at Christmas and Easter  

Maria Stephenson is the parish Youth Worker. Her job is to support and develop our work with young people, concentrating on those who live and go to school in the Manor area. The Youth Worker’s post is shared with Attercliffe Deanery. 
LIFE & WORSHIP
As a parish, we have pledged support to the following:-

Inclusive Church – We are committed to ensuring that those who are excluded because of their poverty, different abilities or any other reason, can play their full part in the Gospel of Jesus Christ's unconditional love. We are awaiting inclusion in the directory of churches that celebrate and maintain the traditional inclusivity and diversity of the Anglican Communion. http://www.inclusivechurch2.net/
Sheffield City of Sanctuary - a movement to build a culture of hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in UK. http://www.cityofsanctuary.com/
Changing Attitudes – where lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered Christians can be sure to find a welcome. http://www.changingattitude.org.uk
Good relationships exist with local Methodist and Roman Catholic churches within the Churches Together structure.

Occasional Offices:

Baptisms: 


36 in 2011
Confirmation candidates: 
3 in 2011
Weddings:


11 in 2011
Funerals per year:

30 in 2011
Church members:

At 25th April 2011, there was a total of 88 on the Electoral Roll which shows a slight decrease from previous years. The figures for each church are:


	
	2010
	2011
	DIFFERENCE

	ST AIDAN’S
	56
	57
	+1

	ST SWITHUN’S
	21
	23
	+2

	WILLIAM TEMPLE
	12
	8
	-4

	TOTAL
	89
	88
	-1


St Aidan’s Church

St Aidan’s is a very mixed Anglican congregation with people from a wide range of ages and backgrounds. We are a welcoming, open and inclusive Christian community, seeking to show to others the same welcome that God, in Christ, has given us. Liberal catholic liturgy is used on Sundays, with occasional use of creative worship styles, particularly at the monthly Haven service.

Sunday Services:
	Time
	Service Type
	Average 

Attendance

	Weekly at

10.30a.m.
	Eucharist. Based on Common Worship Order 1. A Member of the congregation does the first reading. Printed service booklet used. Paid organist in attendance.

 

Sunday Club – meets in the lounge next to the church during the Sunday Eucharist. The children report to the congregation on their activities at the end of the service.
	38 – 60
 

 

 

8 - 18

	1st Sunday at 9.00a.m.
	Eucharist. As main Sunday Eucharist but without hymns. Takes place in the Lady Chapel.
	6-12

	1st Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
	ARK Service. All-age worship for children and young families. We have stories, craft activities, sing songs, make lots of noise and share our faith together. Baptism families are also invited. 
	30-50 children & adults

	Last Sunday in the month at 8.00pm
	Haven is a contemplative & reflective service using creative approaches with scripture, symbols, silence, music & liturgy.
	8-15


The following mid-week services are held in the Side Chapel:

Morning Worship is held at 8.30am on Mondays and Wednesday 

Holy Communion is held on Wednesday at 10.30am.
St Swithun’s Church

Anglican church at the heart of the Manor estate. Mainly older people form the congregation.

Sunday services are attended well by lifelong faithful members who continue to witness to the grace and love of God in their lives. 

Sunday Services:


	Time
	Service Type
	Average Attendance

	10.30a.m.

 

Weekly during the service.
	Eucharist / Service of the Word.  Readings by members of the congregation. Printed service book followed.

 

Sunday Club – meets in the lounge next to the church during the service. The children report to the congregation on their activities at the end of the service.
	18

 

 

6


William Temple Church

William Temple is a single Anglican-Methodist Ecumenical Partnership whose congregation meets on Sundays at 10.30am for tea and coffee before worship at 11am. The Methodists are strongly represented in the congregation and on the PCC. 

The church actively seeks to serve the community through sharing its building with the Bingo group and through the City Council funded Tuesday Lunch Club. A monthly Act of Worship is a valuable part of the Lunch Club gatherings and is usually attended by around 15 people. 
Sunday Services:


	Time
	Service Type
	Average

Attendance

	Sundays  at 11a.m.
	Morning Worship. Based on Common Worship Order 1. Service cover provided by the Methodist circuit and the Parish
	10

	
	
	


Community links:

Members of the clergy and people from our congregations are heavily involved in a wide range of community groups in the parish. The church is a respected partner in the local area fora and is strongly involved in supporting local regeneration initiatives. Through our partnership with the Signpost Project, work with teenagers excluded from secondary school takes place in term-time at William Temple.

Schools
Regular school assemblies have been held with KS1 and KS2 children in Pipworth, Prince Edward and Manor Lodge schools. In turn, Pipworth Junior and Prince Edward KS2 children also visit St Swithun’s and Manor Lodge visits St Aidan’s  as part of their RE curriculum and as a part of their Christmas celebrations.
There is parish involvement in the creative partnership scheme at Pipworth School. There are also strong links with Manor Lodge Community Primary School through our involvement with music and assemblies at the school. There has also been involvement at Sheffield Park Academy in the preparation of assembly material and participation in special events.
Links with the wider world and the international church

There are a number of people in our congregations with links to the church in different parts of the world. We are also a Fair Trade parish. We give money to charities for international work and we regularly pray for people and situations abroad. 

We also have a strong link with the Cathedral Archer Project - a project based at Sheffield Cathedral working with homeless people. The parish gives regularly and generously to this organisation, especially at Harvest.

A variety of groups, as well as private individuals and commercial concerns, share our buildings through lettings and room hire, including:

H T’s Dance Class



Zumba Group
COPD Rehabilitation Group


Activity Sheffield

Bingo group




Seventh Day Adventists

Manor Community Transport

Manor Tenants & Residents Association
Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union

Safer Neighbourhood Teams


Manor & Castle Development Trust

Local schools




Local Primary Care Trust

Some are regular user groups, hiring space for meetings, conferences, social activities on a weekly basis, while others will hire space on an occasional basis. There is great potential for developing the room hire and lettings at all three churches which have attractive, flexible meeting spaces available as this which will provide a much-needed regular source of funding. 

Regular events - ‘Prayer & Party!’:

Parish people like to celebrate God’s gifts, each other’s friendship and share food at every opportunity! We have an ethos of ‘Prayer & Party’ which enables us to do this through fundraising and social events or to celebrate special times in the church’s calendar.

There is a large number of very well attended events at the churches, ranging from Summer and Christmas Fairs, trips into Derbyshire, annual day trip to Bridlington,  our Christingle Crib Service, Passover Meal on Maundy Thursday, Patronal festivals, congregational meetings & lunches or even just someone’s ‘special birthday’ can be a good reason to share fun, food and friendship!

For further information contact:

Priest-in-Charge:
Revd Julie Upton
Tel: 272 4676
    julie.upton1@googlemail.com
Churchwarden:  
 Sue Williams 

M: 07788 857 237 
speckyhen@talktalk.net 

Parish Administrator:   Nicola Smith

Tel: 278 0707

admin@manorparish.co.uk 
1

