Exploring God’s Mercy
Living the Fruitful Life

Welcome to Exploring God’s Mercy

Our aim is to understand God’s love more deeply. 

We are going to explore the mercy of the Lord through five images.  

· The image of being lost and found.  

· The image of being trapped and set free

· The image of being sick in our souls and made well

· The image of being storm tossed and finding calm again.

· The image of being barren and made fruitful

You can follow the course in the book, Exploring God’s Mercy and in the short video clips and soundfiles.  
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God’s Mercy

Psalm 107 is a song which invites different groups of people to give thanks to God for his mercy.  
God’s mercy has two special characteristics.

The first quality of God’s mercy or love is its strength and steadfastness.  

The second quality of God’s mercy is a love which saves us, which rescues us when we are in danger.   

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  
The Song of Fruitfulness

He turns rivers into deserts

And springs of water to thirsty ground

A fruitful land becomes a salty waste

Because of the wickedness of those who live there 

He turns the desert into pools of water

And thirsty ground becomes springs of water

The hungry come to live there

They establish a city to inhabit

They sow fields and plant vineyards

They bear fruit in abundance

He blesses them and they multiply abundantly

And their cattle do not decrease

When they are diminished and brought low

Through oppression, trouble and sorrow

He pours contempt on princes 

And they wander in trackless wastes

But he raises up the poor from their distress

And makes their families like flocks

The righteous see this and rejoice

And all wickedness shuts its mouth.
Psalm 107.33-42
[image: image2.jpg]



Which is your favourite song of the five and your favourite image of God’s mercy?
Fruitful lives

The final song: looking back and looking forward.

In the creation story, God’s command to human beings is to be fruitful.  Man and woman are given work to do in the garden:  that work is a key part of a satisfying and full life.  

All through the scriptures the image of bearing fruit captures that sense of fulfilment and what it means to be human.  Our lives have a purpose beyond ourselves.  

That fruit might mean:

· The work we do

· What we create

· Raising a family

· New growth in our lives
· Something we learn

· Fruit in Christian ministry

I came that they might have life and have it abundantly John 10.10
The psalm describes two shapes in a barren or a fruitful life:
A movement from bearing fruit to becoming a waste land.

A movement from being a waste land to bearing fruit again.

Our lives can move in both directions.  


Reflect back on your own life over the last few years.
Do you feel you are moving in one of these directions or another?

Jesus and the Disciples
A re-telling of Mark 6.1-13
God’s Mercy and Fruitful lives
The climate in Ancient Israel:  things grow where there is water.  

As the ground is fruitful where there is water – so our lives bear fruit when we are rooted in God’s love and God’s Spirit dwells within us as a stream of living water.

Ezekiel 47 – the water flowing from the temple.  

Psalm 1: the tree beside the stream of water

John 15:  the vine and the branches

John 7.37 : the spring of living water

God’s call on our lives: discovering our gift and vocation.

God’s mercy in our lives: staying rooted and grounded in God’s love.  
After the session:

Explore God’s mercy by reading again Psalm 107 from beginning to end
What do you need to do to become more fruitful?
What have you learned about God’s mercy?

